— 


"Th 4 % ö \ . . * 
” . 
= , ” 
- Py - FR » : „ 
1 * 5 
. 14 4 5 4.» ; : . 
” 4 « \ . 
o . 4 LF % 1 
” F 
* , > * o 
OC» * a , - ” 4. a! Fy Z * # , v 15 
4 = p = 
: * * - * 1 i * " 8 er U : «4 - 
* n * * © : % - p * % 4 a h 4 7 o * 4 * 
— i * 1 5 2 % W 3 " 4. p 4 F b *% . 
- * * we wiv 2 wu * Y „ SS 4s 5 
4 7 4 t 
« L ” : 6 n 
1 Fd - k Ec 
* ws * . i 1 * 1 * — % > A i 
; - * 1 7 * 
” A * 7 
. % 
* 4 * 


w : 5 * of 1 . 4 E q by 1 A " c ” 4 C 2 . 
. wy” ; 4 j * ** . W's 3 — 5 4414 f a 
= . 


— wt ! 
_ 
SY WW. He 


* , 
4 FA 
—_ 1 4 
* * 
** 
- „ 


1 


* 
4 . 
- 
| Zoo, p . ” . 1 4 # * x ; . 
r a F | ; 24 » Oe; - . 
x : "5 ” * g * IS | ; 
_ . 9 * — * Md " . 4 „* 4 4 2 * 
k .. * D . 4 k 
— ; g 
* a * - f : 
- 7 
- Þ þ . ; 
"— * 1 * % * : 4 f , 4 : 
* * 4 ö 1 - ” 
* 4 * * 
5 . 1 . 
k ” 
= hy p * 
ww ” . N 8 K 2 — " 4 
\ 1 * - * © * fo * 4 = * py * 
0 * - R : 4d - 
© # 7 : * . 1 oY * Y of * Fi N 
. 4 1 n ; . — * R * 
" F 1 ” 3 
* 
7 * 
75 * * 
* - - 
* B . — * : 
: 


| AVING. no. anxiety . about the. reception my thoughts 
may meet with, I am determined to be at no pains a- 
bout their order or arrangement, but ſhall give them to 
the reader in the ſame ſcattered and ler manner 
they occurred to myſelf. _ 
I ſhall begin with a preliminary 1 the juſtneſs of 
which I believe cannot eaſily be conteſted ;- and it is "his, That 
the rayal burghs in North Britain are regulated in all matters, whe-. 
ther relating to the domeſtic government of the community, or 
the privilege of repreſentation, upon principles unfavourable to 
liberty. The conſtitution of all of them received a form, in days 


when, this unhappy country was diſtracted. by internal commo- 


tions, and engaged 1 in the invalion or ee of a foreign ene- 
my. Hence it is, that however well calculated their charters may 
be, to have kept the inhabitants under that meaſure of ſubjection 

and controul, which the unſettled ſtate of the times in general, 

the frequent and ſudden alarms of the Sovereign, and the diſtruſt 
he had in his people, rendered requiſite, none of them breathe in 
any ſenſe that ſpirit of liberty which prevails, or can ſtand a com- 
päriſon with the feelings of independence enjoyed by the people 


in our ſiſter-kingdom. 


The 5 — naturally falling to the ſhare of moſt other 


8 burghs, bears no proportion to that which this metropolitan city is 


intitled to claim in the ſcale of national importance. Sequeſtered 
many of them from a general intercourſe by fituation, limited in 
ther intereſt, and inconſiderable in regard to trade, they have 
not any very powerful motives to attempt a reformation: in their 
municipal laws. But here every conſideration, which is an apo- 


logy for other burghs remaining at under, operates in a contrary. 
| WE . 7 ; direction. 


in it, the diſpenfation of juſtice by the ſap! 
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1 the nu . and ng circum of its 0 e e he vaſt : 


; a concourſe of people from every quarter that Wan to and reſide 75 | 5 | 5 


e jutlicatures of 
the country chin its walls "for one half of the year, the high cha- 
racter of its learned and crowded uniyerſity, the great progreſs 
of the arts, the elegance of private life; the liber ity of ſenti- 
ment, and:hterature of converſation, by which it is diſtinguiſhed, 
all conſpire to raiſe it greatly above the level: of -moſt ot zer pla” 
1 ces, in the minds aud eftimation of mank ind | 
Such a :-Whtiderful concurrence | of. important circumſtances, 
«and engage the attention, muſt give weight 


cients of ſo reſpedtible. a body of people; and that 
5 wn), Ty in matters by:which their particular intereſts may be 
more immediately affected, but alſo in every meaſure of govern- N 


ment in which the country in general is concerned. Indeed the 


numerous ranks and orders of men juſt now mentioned, have 

not directly any voice in many of hits ob jects of public concern; 
yet the adminiftration of the town, when they wanted its reſolutions $ 
do have their full influence, were always of uſe, until of late, to 


any ſchethe or reſolution, ſupported by the pre- 


pay a proper attention and regard to what they knew. to be ths 5 5 


impreſſions and opinions of men intitled to refp rem their 
Characters, bigh ſtations, and the great utility they were of. to 
£7 the community of the burgh. But, for ſome time -paſt, mat= 
ters have been conduQted upon a Raeder ſcale; and an illi- 15 
beral junto has taken upon them to determine reſpecting every 
thing, whether of a public or private nature, without conſulting 
or liſtening to people of influence, information, and knowledge; 
from whoſe countenance and protection alone they could derive 
weight to their deliberatians, and efficacy to their reſolves, 0 
If ſuch men ought not to be excluded from the government 
of our affairs, is ſubmitted to the candour of every unprejudiced . 
reader. If they are permitted to remain in it, to the _mortifica- 
tion of having been already degraded by them; we muſt add the 
humiliating proſpe& of ſinking in character and importance be- 


low the meaneſt burgh that ever ſent 4 e to „ apa 
ment. Ras 


Theſe ble ee may ſuffice to Pat bow br it is | 
upon 1 one, OM dran 2n-calls him to deliberate what hands 
Be the 


5 


6 the admin :ſfiration 'of this 
ſeſſed withipraper notions of his rights and privi 


7 


leges, - 


either ſu 
the ſource ak aſtoniſhment if they did not. 


nigh have been foreſeen they were unwilling or unqualified to 


fulfil, are alone anſwerable to the injured community, and the 
diſappointed public. Shameful negligence, or a miſtaken ſecuri- 


ty; fer I ſhould be ſotry: to aſcribe. it to cauſes more degenerate 


in the incorporatians: of the town), have been che occaſion, for 
18: introduced into the adminiſtration, un- 


years paſt, of men bei 
fitted by nature, unimproved by education, e in their cir- 
cumſtances, and illiberal in their eee 3 


The preſent leading ones, whoſe . to 5 are 


no al than thoſe of their adherents, to accompliſh their own 
ſelfith views, firſt formed this ſyſtem of ſlaviſh politics, and have 
followed it forth hitherto with a perſeverance and effrontery pecu- 


liar to themſelves. ——Compoſed as the incorporations are, moſtly 
of ſober-minded and induſtrious citizens, whoſe daily labours 
for the.good of their families can ſpare little time in the courſe of 
the year to think upon the remoter intereſt of the public, it is 


matter of no great ſurpriſe that they ſhould be miſled: by the vain 
and deceitful repreſentations of people, who, leaving the paths in 
which they ought ever to have trod, find advantage in making 
The ſudden acquiſition of wealth, 
though by a perſon who wants ſenſe to perceive that a man may 
with greater facility become rapidly rich than permanently re- 
ſpected and powerful, is a fit ſubject to be laid hold of by ſuch 


politics their profeſſion. — 


adventurers. A few flittering deten of the ſhining Font 
tages to be derived from the poſſeſſion of wealth, of the great 


connections it had enabled the family of the owner to form, of 
the influence he had been permitted to gain by it in the ſtate, his 
diſregard for money, his attachment to his friends, and his defire 


to ſerve them, compoſe a group of conſiderations ſo bewitching, 
that there is no wonder they ſhould gain the attention of - honeſt 
and unſuſpicious hearers. To this ney created being were attri- 
buted, by theſe forgers of our n. every amiable endowment 
| and 


cityi ſhould be iets OTE 8 

- the beſt 
ſecurity againſt the fatal effects of natural careleſſneſs, and the in- 
tereſted views of deſigning} men. After people from the beginning 

| improper, have been elected into power, mankind need not be 
rpriſed or enraged at their eg it; it would rather be 
The perſons by whom 85 
they are exalted to ſtations, the cee duties of which it 


7 


We and; pip aging re en 


commit miſchief, if its mc 
Edinburgh 


foundations and defences of ourer 
undermined and overturned. ': Naturally» vain, / and intoxicated 


fortune, as excited à ſtrong ſenſe of 


ol lens e dera er d ancionr-or modern rimes. Theſe 
They dazzled the eyes: af: wiople: in ne indi aß, 
ochers, overcame and miſled nat a few; the reſult of 

the Whole was, the community at large bi og dulled 5 into a dange- 
rous ſecurity. A current in itſelf neither deep nor ful, may 
ions are not er ee firſt en- 

croachments attended to. In like manner, while the ſtream of 
polities ſeemed tobe flowing in a tranquil. and harm- 
leſs Rate, it was artfully: diverted into a conrie;/ hy Which che 
rights and privileges have been 


_ 


with the conſciouſneſs of opulence ſuddenly: acquired, it was 
no wonder he was delighted with the proſpect of to it an 


a 


honour, which might be the means of raiſing his perſonal charac- 


ter in the minds of peop 


e nearer upon a footing with his im- 


menſe wealth. An offer of the repreſentation of the merrb pe 


of his own country, under aſſurances that he was invited to it by 
the voice of the inhabitants, was an event of ſuch fingular good 
gratitude to him by whom it 
had been principally atchieved, and for a little made his breaſt 
glow with ſame emotions favourable to che intereſt of his conſti- 
tuents to be, in their political capacity. The firſt has indeed 
been amply rewarded; but his elevation has not rendered his 
ſentiments a bit more liberal with reſpect to us, or reformed in 
any degree his primeval meanneſs and vulgarity, which he ſtill 
retains in ſpite of his unnatural: preferment. The honour and 
the intereſt of the town has been entirely negleRed, and the free 
dom and re rare ut her citizens Nee welk oppoſed "yy | 
both; © =: % 
One of theſe eden ee win laſt war, and has a- 


dopted the principle, of making ſure of the commanding officer, 


and you will have little to fear from the troops under his charge. 
The love of diſtinction and pre-eminence is natural to man; 
and few can reſiſt the temptation, when offered, of being raiſed 
to a rank above that of their fellow- citizens. To be elected one of the 
magiſtrates or governors of this metropolis, in the free and indepen- 
dent way their election ought to be conducted, is ſuch a mark of 
reſpect, that men of the firſt note and beſt abilities among us. 
8 0 _ need 
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ed: nod a . Aare it- The auen in a itſelf whighty 


honourable ; and the duties annexed to it will, by a perſon Who 


| values his character, be diſcharged: with chearfulneſs and fidelity. 


The littleneſs of party- conſiderations, ſecret animòſities, or pri- 


vate attachments, will never once be permitted to come within 
his view. The deſire of being uſeful to the public, the appro- 
bation of his conſtituents, and to act ſo as to deſerve it, are the 


objects that will engage his attention. One, from what he be- 


holds juſt now, would be led to conclude; a revolution had taken 


place in the conſtitution of human reaſon, and that choſe qualities 


that formerly intitled the poſſeſſors to diſtinction and honour, had 


loſt their value in the eſtimation of men; and that recommenda- 


tions of another ſort, the enumeration of which would be as diſ- 
agreeable” as it would ſerve no purpoſe at preſent, have been 
brought into. repute, and- boom the forerunners of friendſhip 

with the rich, and preferment in the community. The time has 
been (and I flatter Ley: will again return) when the government * 


was exerciſed by men nearly approaching in character to the por- 


trait I before deſcribed ; of minds enlarged by ſuitable education, 
liberal in their ſentiments, polite in their manners, anxious for 
the honour of the community; men by nature diſintereſted, 
fair and candid in their intercourſe, ſteady and manly in cheir 


conduct, the promoters of every public- fpirited inſtitution, the 
encouragers of every charitable endowment, the patrons of every 


ſcheme for the improvement and ornament of the metropolis. 
From a life which was a continued exertion of difintereſtedneſs 
and public ſpirit, as one inſtance out of hundreds that might be 


given, let the glory of an infirmary, the bleſſing of which Britain 


feels, draw the tribute of a tear to the memory of Mr Drum 
mond? Where is the uſeful inſtitution or public monument that 
| ſpeaks to L——e's praiſe? What 1 25 will be wet when he 1 15 no 


more? 

The ſituation of the citizens is now become eruly deplorable, 
and the danger to which the community 18 expoſed great and im- 
minent. The deſcription I have given of the duties incumbent 
upon men intruſted with the adminiſtration, and of the high cha- 
racter they have it in their power to acquire and maintain, ſeem 
not to come within the line which the preſent rulers have chalked 
out for their conduct. It has been reported, and I'm afraid with 


too much truth, chat in looking about for perſons to ſupply the 
B places. 
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with dil 
cial capacity, to render juſtice between man and man? Will you 


en Pecemk vacant co nxt. bis. 
thoſe who have had propoſals made them on that head never once 


ere aſked ſach queſtions as theſe: Have you leifure, on-account 


of your own buſineſs or employment, to be a magiſtrate or mem- 
ber of council? Will you diſcharge the duties of thoſe functions 
igence and dklity? Are you determined, in your judi- 


permit no private intereſt or party- matter to lead vou aſtray? 


Will you promote the freedom, and do what lies in your: power 
_ . . to enlarge the privileges of your conſtituents ? Will every proper 


ſcheme for the i 


improvement of the city meet with your ſupport ? 


and will the honor aal — of eee be abrays at 


your heart 7 


It has alſo: init eee bat white thoſe quetdicits hire been 
ere which ought to have been put, others have been ſubſti· 
tated in their room which ought not; and that the ordinary me- 
thod of opening their propoſals is much to this effect. <2 

We have long looked upon you as one of our — a 
ſhould be extremely grieved to find it otherwiſe. We expect you 
are of a peaceable diſpoſition, : and a temper that hates innova- 
tions and diſturbance: we wiſh matters to go on as they have hi- 


therto done, tamely and quietly: we have long intended, fo: ſoon 
as an opportunity offered, to ſhow ſome marks of our regard for 


you; and as all our intereſts depend upon friends ſticking together 
like men, without allowing themſelves to be impoſed upon by 


vain and plaufible pretences of any kind, we have now come to 
the reſolution of exerting our bęſt endeavours to have you 


brought into the management of the towns affairs: every thing 
depends upon being ſtanch and ſteady; and therefore, before we 
exert our friend{hip farther in your behalf, we: want to know, 
from yourſelf, if we can DEPEND upon you, without more words : : 


- we have no doubt you underſtand what we mean. 


— 


In this emphatic word DEPEND every thing is comprehended ; 
and if the-anfwer is made in the affirmative, the perſon who gives 
it is marked down as one upon 8 chey can ride the water, as 


chey call 6: nm i: a 


What a Ghamebal: #7 RE this i Is, if Sian Som hs life? and 


happy WOrrls 3 it be for us all if it had no exiſtence bur 1 in imagi- 
nation. | | 


The moſt certain ark of the A ene of the times, and 
8 . 


rr 


e « SY 
the di dine! f Mert are the res des of judges, and others in 
authority, upon whoſe uprightneſs, integrity, impartiality, and 
candour, every thing chat is dear to individuals, or the public, 
"muſt ſtand or fall; and whatever may have been the caſe in hes 
burghs, whoſe „and importance in the 
"Nate, is trifling ber comp pars t ours, Lam confident it has 
ſeldom been ſurmiſed; and | far leſs belieyed, that men would be- 
come ſo deſperate, and loft to every ſenſe of character, as to think 
of propoſitions to others, Which no ann man could either make 
or A 
1 | The town of Edinburgh has aways more recruiting parties in 
it than any other place, and the officers bel; to them beat 
up fairly, when they inliſt only thoſe who accede to the articles of 
war. But it is a thing entirely new, and I believe ſcarcely ever 
heard of before, for a magiſtracy, not impaired like a regiment 
by honourable ſervice, to attempt the keeping up of their num- 
| Berg by reinforcements of mer ſeduced into e ſervice by falla- 
cious promiſes, and diſgniſed terms of unlimited fubmiſſion and 
allegiance. Without any metaphor, it terminates in this, that 
2 whatever citizen confents to receive their aſſiſtance in bringing 
4 . about his election as a member of the council, is from that mo- 
> ment held and ranked by them as a perſon bound and obliged to 

; ſtick by them at alVcevents, and on all occafions. This is the 
| ; meaning of che engagement, or it has no meaning at all. Indeed 
experience has confirmed what report has now only fuggeſted. No 
man can foreſee what occurrences may happen in the courſe of 
the year. Events may take place, arduous and difficult for them 
-whoſe duty it is to examine and decide: upon; events in which not 
only his own incorporation, and himfelf as an individual, but al- 

| ks the intereſt of the community in general is concerned. 

In ſuch a ſituation, no man who has allowed himſelf feriouſly 
to reflect upon the engagetnents he may be ſolicited to come un- 
der, but muſt feel a very great degtee of uneaſineſs and perplexi- 
ty. To bind one's ſelf to pay no attention to any meaſure on its own 
account, but the perſons only by whom it is propoſed; to engage 
to hear and decide upon property, not upon principles of right 
and wrong, but according to the cotintenances of friendſhip and 
hoſtility! in the parties; to come under obligations without in- 
quiring into, or underſtanding the matter in diſpute; to guide 
our conduct according to the features of approbation or diſplea- 


: ſure 


near proſpect of wiſhed- for elevation and honour 


— 
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| pag x og en. and thraldom, that it would fill 
ey man of ſpirit; 


reſentpgent to nee ſuch propoſals had been offered, and every 
one regardit 


ed or agreed to, with horror and contrition. 


zith the emotions, of a generous indignation and 


ng. morality. or religion by whom . had been wen 


-. To;conclude upon this branch: Above all 8 1 3 you = 
to guard againſt raſh and precipitate engagements. Let not the 


m yaur un- 
bring you, under obligations that may 


guarded hearts ſo far as to 


9 deſtroy your peace of mind, and lead your e eee aſtray. Re- 


member that it is not your own: intereſt alone, but the welfare and 


\ 


proſpexity:of houſands,: that your conduct may affect. There 


are many. arts of ſeduction fatal to unſuſpicious 3 beſide the 


direct ones of venality and corruption. From theſe there is nat 


much to fear. When a perſon makes an open attack, and wants 


to knock you down, I have no doubt but you have courage and 
manhood ſufficient to reſiſt and to defeat it; but it is the inſinua- 
ting addreſs, of deſigning men, the upright. and unſuſpecting diſ- 
poſſtions natural to moſt of you, that alarms my fears, and makes 
me dread your danger. a 
Much noiſe has been made by the. "colin aapopular ns 
of the adminiſtration, about the power and influence in parlia- 
ment which a certain rich man commands by his wealth. To 
enter upon topics that dip into private characters, may perhaps 
be in a great degree i improper on any occaſion; but when the per- 
ſonal ; importance of men as individuals, is dragged into political 
diſcuſſions by thoſe of their own party, no perſon can be blamed 
of different 33 from them, when he endeavours to explain 
and obyiate their miſrepreſentations. On this occaſion, I am cer- 
tain, I ſhould not have given myſelf the trouble, if I did not per- 
ceive a uſe attempted to be made of this circumſtance, and argu- 
ments to be founded upon it, unfair in themſelves, and danger- 
ous, to our efforts for freedom from our preſent odious ſubjection 
and contronl. It is true, that riches has been long the ob ect of 
moſt profound veneration to our preſent rulers. ee them 
it ſeems to be a principle, hor when a perſon is become rich; he 
is able to do every ching; and that Juſtice and generoſity, ber 
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ES: + efell, - and character, may 7. PPP any of: money, be ade che ſabs. 
5 jects of traffic, and purchaſed, as other commodities, by che 
n higheſt, bidder... 1 a principle, I aver, is founded only in the 
_ corruption of human nature; and, in the next place, I deny, 
1 that, in the preſent inſtance, it is ſupported by fact. ; 
25 Whatever feraps (they can go by no other name when compa- 
red ta the map figent object vanity ſuggeſted) this rich man may 4 
have obtained for his minions and dependents; it is very well | 
known,, that, notwithſtanding all his unremitted application. and 
8 importunity, he has ne been defeated and diſappointed in 
Lig he the thing which was the laſt object of his wiſhes, and perſonal to 
= Himſelf, He indeed has been honoured with the privilege of pre - 
7 fixing three letters to his original name; and ſo have many others, 
5 without a thouſand a Jear, or a ſeat in parliament. It is abſurd 
= = to vaunt of à perſon's influence in government, who, at one 
| nod, with eight or nine dead votes, as I am told, at his heels, 
. has not been able to do greater things than to work out the gift 
of a few ordinary ne to tome of his Neareſt relations and 
friends. 10 
Rank and dignities were ori Anal che eure 8 virtuous Bes 
and gallant atchievements; and the noble deſcendents of brave an- 
5 ceſtors muſt feel a generous pride and indignation, when they ſee 
thoſe honours arrogantly ſolicited by men who never performed 
any exploit worthy of ſuch. applauſe as intitles it to he tranſmit- 
ted to poſterity. Opulence, no doubt, will go great lengths any 
where: but I know no place, fo far as affects character and reſpect, 
where it has leſs influence than in the great aſſembly of har: Na- 
tion. In the eſtimation of that exalted and — body 
of men, it is not riches, but ability, integrity, knowledge, and e- 
loquence, that commands attention, and excites reſpect. Simple 
votes have their value, when noſes come to be counted: but when 
. "a man of fortune and opulence wants to {ſhow away in this line 
to advantage, he ought, before he ventures upon. the career of 
ſtate, to be either himſelf qualified, or provided with ſuch ſup- 
ports, without which, the counted number of his votes will con- 
tribute but little to his ſplendor il proſperity. In ſhort, the 
poſfeſſor of political powers, as it is called, will never be treated 
with ſuitable attention and reſpect, unleſs he can either ſhow 
them of himſelf to advantage in public aſſemblies, or will truſt 
them to the exertions of ſome able-headed and well- tongued 
Cc friend. 
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40437 m it is nnen as aki la rene people bag powen Fr 
and how, iv een to be put out of it, che enn bilitett: Halse : 
 periotl;beletn-by proper management, acid. ſulbtiflibq) t 
: abe che Bed advantages might eee gem | 
would. bare beſtowed: an energy and importance pens extty 

} ſapertor2 to what the moſt fünguine wiſhes cold! hleve ; 
expeeds1 The idiine"is now paſt; newer to be regained; ' foowe: 
muſt jog up⸗hill im a heavy-conſtructed vehiele, bedaubed and! 
1 plaiſtered Witk painting, gilding, and wild bkaſts; ſtruggling 
1 to attain wſormit-which 2 80 be ever e nene out of 
| reach. IST" en inn i 2. 
| o Weist 166 che 0% * ef vice ich the ableſt men in Britain, 
ſubeceded the infatuatien of differiig with the moſt ſenſible and 
| prudetit private friend any man ever had! His goed ſenſe firſt 
fuggeſted the ſdheme, by whieh'the whole of an immenſe fortune: 
Was acquired. His ride, if it had been followed, would have 
faed che half of it. He is nom gone, and, returning good for 
| Hy rhé appointment of An heir, zn che moſt Chtiſtian 
ald delicate manner, Fer F the lively {aſe he feltof his friend's 8 

1 Aachingratittde e ne ei bt 

hile Par Fattientary influence is evidentiy upon the decline, Wer 
agg Unpopu larity foltows with ſpeed It may be afked; for it is a fair 
queſtion, How would a certain rich man's iatereſt ſtand among the 
citizens: of Edinburgh upon the 7 of à poll- election? I would: 
Iay All his fortune, if I had it, to nende that he would ſhew as 
bad a face on chat occaſion, as his adherefts did in the election of 
the maſter and aſſiſtants to the Merchant Company. But it muſt 
be confeſſed, that he ſeems determined to fight it to the ſtumps; 
for it is well known, that᷑ when neceſſity requires, the old and the 
lame men fallen back amd forgotten, nay even the companions of 
che dead, are dragged our to fupport his intereſt. It is reported, 
2 that lately, in an unimportant queſtion in the Merchant Compa- 
ny, it ith be was afvaid bis vdhetents would: be defeated...» 
man wrapped in flannel, did, Chatham like, ſtretch forth his gou- 
Mane nor in his country's cauſe, to ſave his intereſt; nay, 
agg i ſome meafure by military foree, if one in the town- 
863 re tan he faid to follow a military profeſſion, a perſon of that 
nutbef, who could in no ſenſe come under the appellation of a 
merchaut, was forced to ſhow his face, and vote as his conſtituents 
direQed. "vs Janitor of the high — in the ſame maar, | 
on 
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By ik oration, RENTING os an . ſummons fron peace. and 
NTT and to crown all, the keeper of mortcloths, who, by 
accepting that office, had no doubt given over thoughts of future 
traffick, and expected to profit more by the dead than by the li- 


ving, was obliged to ferſake,his darkſorac cell, the ach. yard, 


and the bones of our. forefathers, and once more ſteal himſelf in- 
to a public aſſembly; where we may ſuppoſe his principal enter- | 
tainment would be, taking a review of the countenances around 


him, in order to mark down in his Kalendar of probable depar- 


tures, the name of each perſon in rotation as he expected them to 


; drop. | * 


There is no noche either acrimonious or humiliating, that 
has not been beſtowed upon ſuch of us as have attempted to make 
any effort for the redreſs of qur grievances, and the extenſion of 
our privileges; and a Noble ne in the neighbourhood. has 
been openly accuſed of degrading himſelf and his rank, in con- 
deſcending to give his countenance to meetings of reſpectable ci- 


tizens, which the preſent junto are pleaſed to inſult by the 


name of a mob. The generoſity of that great man's diſpoſitions, 


and feelings of his heart, are fuch, that they will never permit 
tis high ſtation to interfere with the exertions of juſtice and hu- 


manity. The lamentable hiſtory of our preſent ſufferings he is 


acquainted with, and pities us for; and would be happy, if his 
aſſiſtance and protection ſhould in any degree be ſerviceable to 
accompliſh our relief from oppreſſion, and the injurious treatment 


we receive from our preſent governors. 
- A dignified lawyer has alſo been publicly threatened to be call- 
ed to account, for being inſtrumental in diſturbing the peace of 
ſociety, which, by the duty of his office, he was bound to pre- 


ſerve. This centleman is too high-minded to be affected with 
ſuch fooliſh ſcurrility. Without depreciating the merit of his 


predeceſſors in the high office he holds, it may be ſaid with 
truth, that our ſovereign never had a better ſervant ; and his a- 
miable deportment, 1n every. ſituation of private life, is not a bit 


outſhone by his public character. It is to ſuch men as theſe that 


we ought i in all our difficulties and diſtreſs to truſt for aid and pro- 


tection; by which, and the juſtice of our country, we have the 


happy proſpect of ſoon becoming Jree men, in the true Meaning 
of the word, 


* 


A FREE MAN. 


Edinburgh, gth September 1777. 
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